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OVERVIEW OF CURRICULUM FOR A LIVING LIBRARY
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OVERALL CONCEPT OF A LIVING LIBRARY

The concept for this preliminary interdisciplinary curriculum is based on the framework of A Living Library (ALL), which demonstrates interconnectedness and linked systems:   biological, cultural, and technological.  

 A Living Library is a metaphor:   Everyone and everything on earth and in space is part of A Living Library of diversity -  People, Birds, Trees, Air, Water, Soil - and all the things we create, such as - Parks, Gardens, Schools, Curricula, Artworks, Networks, Communities, Computers, Celebrations, Businesses…….Although diverse, each is part of A Living Library.  As such, ALL provides a wholistic framework of interrelated systems to help us understand that biological, cultural, and technological systems and phenomena are linked and all part of nature.

The structural framework for ALL includes our researching and incorporating the local resources in the locale in which the school and community are situated. These local resources in a community include: human, ecological, economic, historic, technological, and aesthetic -  and can be viewed through the lens of time – past, present, and future. 

A further goal of ALL is to link students in diverse communities, using state-of-the-art communications technologies, and through other supportive community programs, such as field trips and student exchanges, when possible.  When we learn all that we can about our local place and its resources, from that we can extrapolate and learn about the world. 

In addition to providing a framework for understanding linked systems, A Living Library can also result in the site and culturally-sensitive planning, design, and implementation of transformed physical landscapes that serve as content-rich, Green Community Learning Environments. These Learning Environments incorporate the local resources in their design, involve the children and adults in their implementation and maintenance, animate all subjects through interdisciplinary hands-on learning, and result in themed,  Learning Zones. 

The approach of A Living Library supports sustainable and ecological practices and relevant community and economic development in each area where it is applied and can result in a transformed schoolyard or streetscape that becomes a new community park.

A goal of A Living Library and Life Frames, Inc., the non-profit sponsor of ALL, is to develop Branch Living Libraries in diverse communities of the world that will be linked electronically and programmatically.

DESCRIPTION OF CURRICULUM

Through hands-on, project-based, place-based, inquiry-based, and service learning, students will understand the diverse resources in their local environment and begin to understand their interconnections.  They will then be able to see how their resources are similar to, or different from those in other communities or other parts of the world.  In future studies and experiences, students will be linked to Branch Living Libraries in diverse places to assist in their understanding of analogies, commonalities, and diversities between places, people, resources, and phenomena - past, present, and future.

With the included lessons of this preliminary, standards-based ALL Curriculum, students will work individually, in small teams, and as a whole class.  They  will keep individual journals and portfolios, and as a group will contribute to their local, Living Library Multimedia Archives, a digital product that holds a compendium of information about the local community’s resources and assets.  It also documents the processes of creating their unique Branch Living Library, if that is part of the community’s effort. 

This preliminary curriculum is designed for the 4th grade and supports the California State Subject Content Standards.   The included lessons can be amended to meet standards and abilities for K-12 students throughout the nation.  This initial curriculum provides 12 units based on the local resources of each community in which it is being taught, with an additional lesson on A Living Library Overview Framework that introduces the concept of ALL and integrated systems to students.  Many of the preliminary lessons have suggested follow-up lessons that link to multiple subject areas and provide more detailed information. Additionally,  all lessons will have assistive technology as needed, based on prior discussions with the teachers.
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     A Living Library Overview Framework

     ( What In The World Is A Living Library ? 
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      A Living Library Human Framework


       ( Nutrition For People
     ( Multicultural Foods Of The Neighborhood
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     A Living Library Ecological Framework

     ( Soils

      ( Insects
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     A Living Library Economic Framework

     ( Agricultural Benefits And Products                                                                

      ( Urban Development Of Community
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     A Living Library Historic Framework

      ( Natural Resources and History Of Local Place

      ( Cultural History Of Local Place
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    A Living Library Technological Framework

     ( Video Ethnographies Of Community Elders
      ( Irrigation System Design 
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      A Living Library Aesthetic Framework

      ( Steps To Planning & Designing A Garden

       ( Design of A Living Library Master Plan & Diverse Learning Zones     

